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Ryan Cowder

     It feels like just yesterday the school year began, and we are already two months in!  I can’t
believe how fast it moves sometimes.  The beginning of this school year has been amazing, to say
the least, and that is simply because of the hard work of our teachers, students and parents. 
 Thank you for everything each of you does to help.  It truly is a team approach.
     Now that the weather is turning colder, please make sure that your child comes to school
dressed appropriately for the weather.  We will continue to go outside for recess and
unfortunately, we will not be able to allow students to go out if they are not dressed for the
weather.  Also, please do your best to place your child’s name inside their jacket/coat and
lunchbox in case they get misplaced.  It helps us be able to return them instead of placing them in
the lost and found.
     One of my favorite times of the year is American Education week, which typically allows for
parents to visit our school during class time, however, due to COVID, we will not be allowed to have
visitors in the building.  This year we are asking our teachers to share as many photos as possible
from the classroom so that we may share them on our social media pages.  We have a Facebook
page and a Twitter page that are constantly highlighting important information and upcoming
events.  Be sure to check them out!  Also, during American Education week we will kickoff this
year’s Teacher of the Year nominations.  Please take the time to visit our website to nominate a
teacher.
     Please be sure to routinely check our school website: www.berlinintermediate.org.  It is always
kept up to date and is very informative.  Our Worcester County Parent Survey begins on November
1st and runs through November 19th. You can access the survey from the school website.  There is
a confirmation page at the end of the survey that can be printed and brought into school so that
students can get credit for having a parent complete it.  If you complete it on a mobile device,  you
can email the confirmation page to be printed later or send it directly to your child’s homeroom
teacher.  Thank you for taking the time to fill out the survey!
     Have a great November and a Happy Thanksgiving!

http://berlinintermediate.org/


Please be sure to fill out a Student Trip

Approval Request Form if you are planning

to be out of town.  This form needs to be

filled out at least 10 days prior to your

trip.  After the form is filled out by the

parent, students must get all their

teachers to sign it if the student is in

school. Virtual learners may email the form

to their homeroom teacher or to the office.  

Once the form is complete, please turn it

in to the office for the Principal's signature.  

Under the policy of the Board of

Education, a maximum of 5 school days

will be excused for family trips during any

one school year.  If you need a Student

Trip Approval Request Form, click here.

They are also available on the table in the

main hallway, in the office and on our

website.

School Messenger is an automated

notification system that informs parents and

guardians of important messages such as fog

delays, early dismissals, school closings and

other emergencies.  Messages are shared via

phone and text messages, and may be sent

as early as 5:15 a.m., but no later than 9:00

p.m. The School Messenger system will call

up to four designated telephone numbers per

household. If you would like to receive text

messages, you must opt-in.  Text any one of

the following words (subscribe, option, yes) to

the number 67587.  You should receive the

following message:  You are registered to

receive approx. 3 msgs/mo. Text STOP to

quit, HELP to help. 

Emergency Hotline:  410-632-5399

ext. 6600

www.worcesterk12.org—special

announcements on homepage

Television Stations:  WBOC and

WMDT

Twitter: Worcester Schools MD

(@worcestersystem) 

Facebook: Worcester County Public

Schools MD

In-person students must bring thecompleted  Building Entry Screening 
Questionnaire for Students EVERY

DAY. Click here for a copy in English. 
(Español or Ayisyen)

Copies are available from the
student’s homeroom teacher or you

may use the last page of the
newsletter to make your own.

IT'S ALL IN THE DETAILS.....
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GOING ON

VACATION?

EMERGENCY CLOSING

PROCEDURES

SCHOOL MESSENGER

http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf
http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/File/Parent%20Resources/Student%20trip%20form%202018-19.pdf
http://worcesterk12.org/
http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/Image/Student%20Questionnaire%2006.01.21.pdf
http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/Image/Student%20Screening%20052121_ES.pdf
http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/Image/Student%20Screening_ES.pdf
http://berlinintermediate.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_577575/Image/Student%20Screening%20052121_HT.pdf
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The State of Maryland requires that all

students have a current proof of residency on

file.  If you have moved, please make sure the

office has proof of residency.  The following

will be accepted:  Current property tax bill,

current rental lease or deed, current utility bill

with name and service address (electric, gas,

etc.).

 

CHANGE OF
ADDRESS?

PTO News & Information
2021-2022 PTO OFFICERS

 

Jen Backof – President

Gira Patel – Vice President

Dawn Clark/Brittany Mueller – Co -Secretary

Alissa Carr-Phebus – Treasurer

Gira Patel — Fundraising Coordinator/Co-Treasurer

Andrea Clymire – Volunteer Coordinator/Co-Secretary

PTO will meet the first Monday
of each month  at The Globe in

Berlin from 6:30-8:00pm.  
Any parents interested in

helping are welcome to join!

Please be sure to like our official Berlin Intermediate PTO Facebook page, and not

just the BIS parent’s group page!  If you have questions or would like more

information on volunteering, please message us through the Facebook page or

email us at Bispto21811@gmail.com.

Paint Night

Paint Night

with TC Studios

Nov. 19thNov. 19th
Students may stay after

school and parents can pick
them up at 4:30pm. Snacks &

drinks will be for sale.



Picture Make-up Day

Early Dismissal

School Closed for Students

Daylight Saving Time Ends - "Fall Back" an hour

Report Cards Issued

American Education Week

School Closed for Thanksgiving Break

Nov 2

Nov 4 

Nov 5

Nov 7

Nov 12

Nov 15

Nov 24-26

 

 

 

November Dates 
                        to Remember
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DATE EVENT TIME

 

11:15am

 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, October 20th, we had our first House Challenge den meeting.  Each house was

divided into smaller "dens" where students learned about their house origin and its virtue, along

with their house hand sign and cheer.  To learn more about our House Challenge and how your

student may earn points for their House, please visit our website or click below.



It is very important that your child come prepared with money to shop for their class' assigned

date and time.  Due to social distancing guidelines and volunteers not allowed in the

building, there will be no open shopping times for students.

No bills larger than $20.

Check out the book fair flyer for information about e-wallet, a way that you can set up in advance

for your child to shop without cash.  (Please note that NO CHANGE can be given from e-wallet! 

 This is very important to know!)

6% sales tax will be added to all orders.  This can be challenging for students to remember.  Some

will be $5 for a $4.99 book and they will not have enough money to purchase it.

Some books may sell out due to current supply chain issues.

Online ordering will be available during the dates of the book fair (orders over $25 ship for free),

so you may shop here starting November 15:

A few additional book fair reminders:
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This month, the library will be bringing back our in-person Scholastic Book Fair for the first time in

almost 2 years!  We are so excited for this opportunity for students to grow their home library and

support growing our school library, too!  The fair will run from November 15 - 18.  Each class will have

a scheduled day and time and that information will be coming home in the first two weeks of the

month.  Look for that date attached to your child's book fair flyer soon.

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/berlinintermediateschool1

Also, if you are interested in making a small donation for a student who may not otherwise be able to

afford a book, information will be coming home on how to do that along with the book fair flyer. 

 Simply have your child return the "Thank you" slip and bring it to the library along with your cash

donation.

Thank you so much for your continued support of our BIS Library program!

LIBRARY NEWS

Mrs. Lloyd
and Mrs. Kilchenstein

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/homepage.do?method=homepage&url=berlinintermediateschool1


 

Physical Education
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Counselor's Corner

5th Grade Counselor:

Mr. Call

410-632-5331

adcall@worcesterk12.org
 

6th Grade Counselor:

Mrs. Bankert

410-632-5332

msbankert@worcesterk12.org

We hope that your child's transition to BIS has been a success. 
 We have started visiting your child's classroom and will continue
to do so all year.  Our goal is to let students know that counseling 
is for everyone.  We want to assist you and your child so
their years at BIS are ones of academic and social
success.  We have planned classroom guidance lessons
with each homeroom class each month. Our
topics center around having a positive attitude,
bully prevention, conflict resolution, peer
pressure, study skills, etc. In 6th grade, students
will also begin working on a College and Career
Ready site called Naviance. We also encourage
students to stop by our offices and leave a note
so we can speak with them individually. We are
looking forward to a great school year!

HE
AL

TH
Y

HE
AL

TH
Y

TI
P

TI
P

At the end of October, we finished our soccer unit with a game called Mass
Soccer.  Students  were placed  on teams  with the  opportunity to play both

offense and defense.  From this activity, we selected students to play in an ALL-Star soccer 
game.  Games were close and exciting for the students!

At the start of November, we kicked off our speedball unit which includes our annual Speedball
Tournament.  This game is a BIS favorite and is held during American Education Week.  It is an indoor soccer
game played in zones with a lot of twists to the rules.

During this month, we will finish our fitness testing PACER, PUSH UPS, CURL UPS, and SIT & REACH.  Your
child will bring home a fitnessgram for your review.  The fitnessgram helps your child with ways to improve
their fitness levels.

SOFT DRINKS CAN BE HARD ON YOU -- ARE YOU THIRSTY?

A sweet drink or soda may not be the answer!  The same sugar that makes

them taste good, can make you thirstier than you were before!  Choose low-

fat milk, water, or 100% juice instead of soda or sports drinks to keep your

body running smoothly.



If your child is experiencing any of the following symptoms:
fever of 100.4 or greater, sore throat, cough, difficulty

breathing, diarrhea or vomiting, new onset of severe
headache, new loss of taste or smell,

please keep them home from school.  They will need to be
evaluated and have a negative COVID test, OR alternative
diagnosis from the physician for their return to school.

If your child is out of school for the above reasons, please
contact the nurse at 410-632-5323 or

slemaster@worcesterk12.org.  Please reach out to your
child's teachers to obtain any work they may miss while they

are out of school.

COVID test results MUST show the date the test was taken,
the student's name and date of birth.

WE DO NOT ACCEPT AT-HOME COVID TEST RESULTS.

NURSE'S NOTES

Example Question:
     My child who attends SDHS was identified as a close contact. Does my child
who attends BIS need to stay home as well?

Answer:
     NO.  Unless you have been contacted by the nurse or health department, OR
your child at BIS also had direct contact with the positive student. Otherwise,
the child who attends BIS is NOT a close contact.  Therefore, they can attend
school like normal.
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 Atención: ¡Se  Habla Español! 
We Speak Spanish!  

 
Los Padres de los estudiantes de inglés/Parents of English learners

 
Atención: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish! 

Con solo un click Usted puede ver esta página en español!   Si Usted hace click ahí, nuestra página estará en
español. Si tu haces un click a este link automaticamente verás la página en español. Ahora todas las
páginas estarán en español. Ole! 

 
Attention: ¡Se Habla Español! We Speak Spanish!

With one click you can view our entire website in Spanish! Click on the language drop down button at top left
area of the website and then choose Spanish.  If you click on this link it will automatically transform our
website into Spanish. Once it is in Spanish, any link you click from there will also be in Spanish.  Ole!

Para las Familias
colorincolorado.org

En su calidad de padre, usted dispone de muchas maneras para poder ayudar a su hijo a triunfar cada
día.Los siguientes recursos dirigidos a padres bilingües le ofrecen consejos para ayudar a su niño a

aprender a leer, tener éxito en la escuela y aprender un nuevo idioma. También le dan información sobre el
sistema escolar de Estados Unidos y le comparten ideas sobre cómo desarrollar una relación con el maestro

y la escuela de su hijo. Además, usted puede encontrar divertidos consejos y juegos, listas bilingües, ideas
para el uso de la biblioteca pública y videos de autores e ilustradores de libros infantiles y músicos que

tocan canciones para niños. A continuación los recursos se organizan por temas. Por favor vaya a
colorincolorado.org para mas informacion. A continuación, en la lista de recursos (Resources), haga click

en el icono siguiente:
 

Apoyo sustancial provisto por nuestro colaborador fundador, la Federación Americana de Maestros, AFL-
CIO. Con el apoyo generoso provisto por la Asociación Nacional de Educación.

 
For the Families

colorincolorado.org
As a parent, there are many ways that you can help your child succeed every single day! These bilingual

parent resources offer tips on helping your child learn to read, succeed in school, and learn a new language.
They also provide information about the U.S. school system and share ideas on how to build a relationship

with your child’s teacher and school.
In addition, you can find fun reading tips and games, bilingual booklists, ideas for using the public library,

and videos of children’s authors, illustrators, and musicians. Resources are organized by topic. Please go to
colorincolorado.org for more information.  Then in the Resoures list, click on the following icon:
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https://www.colorincolorado.org/


5th Grade 6th Grade
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October Students of the Month



     The first session of the BIS and Beyond After School
Academy ends on December 9, 2021. Thank you to
students, teachers and parents for a very successful start
for the program!
     One of the goals for the BIS & Beyond After School
Academy is to provide a high interest club for all students,
resulting in 100% school-wide participation! We currently
have a 30% participation rate and are very confident that
more students will enroll in session 2.   
       Session 2 begins on Monday, January 4, 2022. We are
in the planning stages and will post the SignUpGenius
catalog of classes after Thanksgiving. Registration is
planned before the holiday break. Please be on the
lookout for a Robo Text for details, or visit the After-
School Academy page on our school website for details! 
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